184                      FHANCISCO     FRANCO
of heroism, performed by thousands of persons in those first
days who risked their lives with as much faith as decision,
some to be triumphant and others to become martyrs? Who
could relate the sacrifices of the innumerable heroes, faithful
to their oath and to their honour, or simply loyal to their con-
sciences,, who fulfilled their duty with no recompense other
than an obscure and tragic death, offered to God and to
Spain in the cellars of a Cheka, within the shadows of a
cemetery wall, or over a precipice from which they were
flung into the sea?
Out of those first hours of chaos and confusion Spain was
to emerge divided. The shining bayonets and the rattle of
shots announced the new frontiers. The war had begun.